
 
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

Dear All, 

The next ENVI meetings will take 

place on Thursday 2 July, on 

Monday and Tuesday 6-7 July. 

Today it is the first day of the 
German Council Presidency that 

takes the reins from the Croatian 

Presidency. I would like to thank 

Croatia which, during its first ever 
presidency, had the thankless task 

of coordinating the EU’s response 

to a crisis the likes of which the EU had never seen before.  I would also 

like to wish every success to the German Council Presidency. The 
presidency will mark a defining moment for the EU; the stakes could 

hardly be higher. In the next semester, the EU will have to continue to 

confront the threat of the virus, ensure a coordinated response that 
protects citizens and lays the foundations for a V-shaped recovery for 

all Member States and citizens. The presidency will play a pivotal role 

in finding an agreement for the EU long term budget, for the recovery 

instrument that will go with it and the principles, values and rules 
underpinning the use of the funds. Needless to say that ENVI will want 

to see health, the environment and climate as guiding lights for the 

next MFF. Negotiations will have to be conducted speedily between 

Council and Parliament to reach agreement not just on the MFF itself, 
but also notably on a number of MFF sectoral files so that they can be 

operational by the beginning of 2021. A speedy and ambitious 

agreement on the EU Climate Law with a bold 2030 climate objective 

will also be key. The negotiations  with the UK will continue, but the EU 
must also resume readiness, preparedness and contingency measures 

given the lacklustre pace of negotiations and the uncompromising 

approach of the UK government. As it is customary, we will be holding 
exchanges of views in committee with the relevant German ministers 

to discuss the priorities for Council presidency. On Monday 6 July, we 

will exchange with Jens Spahn, Minister of Health of German. On 

Tuesday 7 July, we will hear from Svenja Schulze, Minister of 
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety. On 16 July, we 

will debate with Julia Klöckner, Minister for Food, Agriculture and 

Consumer Protection.  

One of the urgent MFF files presented as part of the Recovery Plan for 
which ENVI will be in the lead is the new stand-alone EU4Health 

Programme. The Health Programme was previously included as one of 

the strands of the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+). In the new 

proposal, the funding, in the order of EUR 9.4 billion, will be a major 
reinforcement compared to the previous proposal under the ESF+ 

(EUR 413 million). Needless to say that ENVI staunchly opposed the 

earlier inclusion and diminished ambition of the Health Programme in 
the ESF+. The new prominence, size and instruments of the EU4Health 

thus vindicate ENVI demands and we hope to be able to enter into 

negotiations with Council in autumn so as to reach an ambitious 

agreement in time for an entry into force by the end of the year. The 

draft report for the EU4Health programme will be presented on 7 July.  

On 2 July, ENVI members will also hold the consideration on the draft 

report on another key MFF file: the revamped Union Civil Protection 

Mechanism (UCPM) and its rescEU instrument. Through the UCPM,  

the Union supports, coordinates and supplements actions of Member 
States in the field of civil protection to prevent, prepare and respond 

to natural and man-made disasters within and outside the Union. The 

new proposal aims to strengthen the UCPM to ensure that the EU and 

Member States are better prepared to respond to large scale 
emergencies such as the COVID-19 pandemic. With a reinforcement of 

roughly 2 billion EUR on top of the previous proposal, the UCPM must 

be equipped with stronger, speedier, effective and flexible 
instruments to respond to all sorts of risks and threats the Union is and 

will be facing: from communicable diseases to blazing forest fires.  

The UCPM can be a powerful instrument to respond to the increasing 

risk of forest fires posed by climate change and thus limit deforestation 
in the EU and beyond. Yet, the EU must do more also from a regulatory 

perspective to combat and prevent deforestation. On the latter, on 2 

July, we will hold the consideration of the draft report on the first ENVI 

legislative own initiative report on the creation of an EU legal 
framework to halt and reverse EU-driven global deforestation. The 

rationale for this report stems from the unabating rate of 

deforestation worldwide: since 1990, 1.3 million Km2 of forests have 

been lost. It is estimated that EU consumption represents around 10% 
of global deforestation. Reversing deforestation is thus a duty for the 

EU and it will be key to protecting biodiversity, creating carbon sinks 

and sustainably supporting local communities. In the political 
guidelines of July 2019, President von der Leyen confirmed her support 

for a right of initiative for the European Parliament. This legislative 

own-initiative proposal is the first ENVI report which, on the basis of 

article 225 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 
would seize on President von der Leyen’s pledge. During our meeting 

of 6-7 July we will also be voting on an own initiative report on the EU’s 

role in protecting and restoring the world’s forests. This report will 

complement the legislative own-initiative report by looking holistically 
at both the regulatory and non-regulatory measures to halt 

deforestation in the EU and beyond. The report will also set out the EP 

response to the Commission communication of last year on the subject 

of global deforestation.  

During the 6-7 July meeting, we will also vote on the legislative file on 

carbon dioxide emissions from maritime transport: global data 

collection system for ship fuel oil consumption data, also known as 
“shipping MRV”. Shipping has been one of the sectors that has bucked 

the general trend in emission reductions in the EU. Worldwide, 

maritime transport emits around 940 million tonnes of CO2 annually 

and is responsible for about 2.5% of global greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions. Shipping emissions could under a business-as-usual 

scenario increase between 50% and 250% by 2050. Urgent action is 

needed to ensure the shipping sector is on board in the fight against 

climate change and this report is an important element in the puzzle.  

You can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html    

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its offic ial 

Twitter account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

Pascal Canfin - 1 July 2020 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html


 
 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes: 

 Establishing the Just Transition Fund (Final vote on draft opinion - 2 July) 
 The impacts of climate change on vulnerable populations in developing  

countries (vote on amendments: 2 July, Final vote on draft opinion: 6 July) 

 MRV for shipping (6 July on amendments and final vote on 7 July) 

 The EU’s role in protecting and restoring the world’s forests (6 July on 
amendments and final vote on 7 July) 

Consideration of draft report/opinion: 

 An EU legal framework to halt and reverse EU-driven global deforestation 
(2 July) 

 Amending Decision No 1313/2013/EU on a Union Civil Protection 
Mechanism (2 July)  

 on EU4Health (7 July) 
Exchange of Views: 

 with Mr Jens Spahn, German Minister of Health(6 July) 

 with Mrs Svenja Schulze, German Minister of Environment, Nationa l 
Conservation and Nuclear Safety (7 July) 
 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

VOTES 

EU’s role in protecting and restoring the world’s forests 
Adoption of a draft report 

The ENVI Committee will vote on the own-
initiative report responding to the 
Commission’s July 2019 Communication on 
stepping up EU action to protect and 
restore the world’s forests. The report aims  

to complement the proposals laid out in Ms 
Burkhardt’s own-initiative legislative  
report and elaborate on some of the other 

aspects of the Communication on Deforestation. A total of 420 amendments  
were tabled to the rapporteur’s draft report and opinions from INTA, DEVE, 

ITRE and AGRI were provided. The 26 compromises amendments negotiated 
cover the main parts of the text and include a call on the Commission to 
present, without delay, an impact assessed proposal for a European legal 
framework based on due diligence in order to ensure sustainable and 

deforestation-free supply chains for products and commodities placed on the 
EU market. The compromises also stress the importance of forests in terms of  
climate change mitigation and the protection of biodiversity, and of  
stakeholder participation in the decision-making process concerning forests.  

Rapporteur: POLČÁK (EPP), 
Shadows: RÓNAI (S&D), RODRIGUEZ RAMOS (RENEW), MÉLIN (ID), HÄUSLING 
(Greens/EFA), ZALEWSKA (ECR), VILLUMSEN (GUE/NGL), 
 

MRV for shipping  
Adoption of a draft report 

In February 2019, the Commission put forward a proposal to amend Regulation 
(EU) 2015/757  on the monitoring, reporting and verification of carbon dioxide  
emissions from maritime transport (the “EU MRV Regulation”). Global shipping  
activity emits significant amounts of GHG emissions, estimated to be around 2-

3% of total global GHG emissions. This is more than the emissions of any EU 
Member State. If the shipping sector were a country, it would rank sixth in 
emission in the world. The impact of the sector at EU level is equally  
considerable: in 2015, it was 13% of the overall EU greenhouse gas emissions  

from the transport sector. However, maritime transport is the only sector not 
expressly addressed by an EU emission reduction objective or specific 
mitigation measures. The ENVI Committee will vote on the draft report on the  
legislative file that will address EU emissions from the maritime sector. 159 
amendments have been tabled, and 7 compromise amendments were  

negotiated; inter alia, the latter extend the EU Emissions Trading System (EU 
ETS) to cover the maritime transport sector. 

Rapporteur: PAULUS (GREENS) 
Shadows: WEISS (EPP), GUTELAND (S&D),  CHABAUD (RENEW), MELIN (ID), VONDRA 
(ECR), WALLACE (GUE) 

Just Transition Fund 
Adoption of a draft opinion 
ENVI Members will cast their final vote on the draft opinion to the REGI draft 
report on establishing the Just Transition Fund (JTF). The aim of the JTF is to 
support the territories most affected by the transition towards climate  

neutrality and to avoid regional disparities growing. In May 2020, the  
Commission adopted a revised proposal regarding the JTF in the context of the  
MFF Recovery Package, proposing to provide additional funding for the JTF. 

Rapporteur: VONDRA (ECR), 

Shadows: TÓTH (EPP), RÓNAI (S&D), CHRISTENSEN (Renew), HOLMGREN 

(Greens/EFA), LANCINI (ID), KONEČNÁ (GUE/NGL), 

  

CONSIDERATIONS OF DRAFT REPORTS 

An EU Legal Framework to halt and reverse EU-driven 
global deforestation (2 July) 

In the political guidelines of July 2019,  
President von der Leyen confirmed her 
support for a right of initiative for the  
European Parliament. When Parliament,  
acting by a majority of its members,  

adopts resolutions requesting that the  
Commission submit a legislative  
proposals, she committed to responding  
with a legislative act. This legislative  

own-initiative proposal is the first ENVI report which, on the basis of article 225 

TFEU, would seize on President von der Leyen’s pledge. The rationale for this  
report stems from the unbaiting rate of deforestation in the last three decades: 
since 1990, 1.3 million km2 of forests have been lost. Reversing deforestation is 
key to protecting biodiversity, creating carbon sinks and sustainably supporting  
local communities. The rapporteur is recommending that the Commission 

presents, for the first time, a legislative proposal for mandatory due diligence  
for forest and ecosystem-risk commodities being placed on the Union market. 
The rapporteur believes that the EU Timber Regulation (EUTR) can be a good 
model to build upon, while improving some of its aspects. Those improvements  

should concern requirements for commodities being put on the Union market 
that go beyond the legality of the sourcing of the commodities in the country  
of origin to include sustainability criteria and human rights protection.  
Furthermore, lessons should be learnt from the lacklustre implementation and 
enforcement of the EUTR. The rapporteur therefore proposes the inclusion of  

an improved implementation and enforcement mechanism in the legislative  
proposal for a future forest-risk commodity regulation. INTA, DEVE, AGRI and 
ITRE are providing opinions. The deadline for amendments will be on 9 July at 
11.00.  

Rapporteur: BURKHARDT (S&D) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/votes-in-committee.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124704
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197584
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4344/MARIA+SORAYA_RODRIGUEZ+RAMOS/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124765
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96752
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197572
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197571
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197466/JUTTA_PAULUS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197515/PERNILLE_WEISS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124991/JYTTE_GUTELAND/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197505/CATHERINE_CHABAUD/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124765/JOELLE_MELIN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197537/ALEXANDR_VONDRA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197817/MICK_WALLACE/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197537
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/27714
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197584
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197558
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197398/PAR_HOLMGREN/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/192635
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197440


 
 
Shadows: BENTELE (EPP), ŞTEFĂNUȚĂ (Renew), TOUSSAINT (Greens/EFA), ZALEWSKA 
(ECR), KONEČNÁ (GUE/NGL), 

A revamped Union Civil Protection Mechanism (2 July) 
On 2 June, the Commission 

presented its new proposal with 
targeted changes to Decision No 
1313/2013/EU on a Union Civil 
Protection Mechanism (UCPM). 
The new proposal aims to 

strengthen the UCPM to ensure  
that the EU and Member States are 
better prepared to respond to large 

scale emergencies such as the COVID-19 pandemic. The revised proposal de 
facto replaces the previous proposal on the UCPM in the 8th legislature. The 

rapporteur has endorsed an ambitious timeline for the report which foresees a 
vote in committee at the beginning of September with a view to obtain a 
plenary negotiation mandate in September. In his draft report, Mr Androulakis  
endorses the increased ambition and role for the UCPM as an instrument to 
confront new types of crisis such as the current pandemic. The UCPM was not 

sufficiently endowed with policy and budgetary resources to offer speedy and 
sizeable support to the Member States which risked being overwhelmed by the 
crisis. The rapporteur thus welcomes the targeted changes introduced by 
European Commission’s proposal, which heed Parliament’s call. With his  
amendments, the Rapporteur is trying to reinforce the legislative proposal on 

the issues of prevention and preparedness, on direct procurement by the 
Commission and on the relation with the EU4Health programme as both 
programs will be responsible for the creation of medical stockpiling. DEVE and 
BUDG have confirmed that they will provide opinions to the report despite the 

tight timeline. The deadline for tabling amendments in ENVI will be 6 July 2020, 
11.00 

Rapporteur: ANDROULAKIS (S&D), 
Shadows: MELO (EPP), ŞTEFĂNUȚĂ (Renew), AUKEN(Greens/EFA), DREOSTO (ID), FIOCCHI 
(ECR), KONEČNÁ (GUE/NGL), 

EU4Health Programme (7 July) 
Members will discuss the draft 
Report on the proposal on the 
EU4Health Programme. On 28 

May 2020, the Commission put 
forward a new stand-alone  
EU4Health Programme for 
2021-2027 as part of the  
Recovery Plan to build resilient 

health systems in the EU. In the 
new proposal, the funding in the amount of EUR 9.4 billion, will be a major 
reinforcement as compared to previous proposals under the ESF+ (EUR 413 
million). The Programme provides for new actions, which will fill in gaps that 
the COVID-19 pandemic has revealed in terms of the development and 

manufacturing of medicinal products, the adequate supply of medicines and 
equipment in hospitals and sufficient medical human resources, the uptake of  
digital tools and services that enable continuity of care, as well as the need to 
maintain access to essential goods and services in times of crisis. The 

Rapporteur, in his draft report, strengthens the proposal in several areas. In 
particular, the Rapporteur believes that more investment into the healthcare  
systems is needed, in particular in infrastructure, including at the level of  
primary care, to work towards the long-term strengthening of health systems, 
well beyond the current health crisis. Tackling Health inequalities across the EU 

should also be at the core of the Programme. Disease prevention and health 
promotion should be the lead general objective of the Programme. The 
Programme should for example have better focus on disease prevention 
throughout the lifetime of an individual and health promotion by addressing  
health risk factors, such as the use of tobacco and related products and 

exposure to their emissions, the harmful use of alcohol, the consumption of  
illicit drugs and psychoactive substances, obesity and unhealthy dietary habits,  
and physical inactivity. The Programme should support the development of the  
Electronic European Health Record that would provide health care systems 

with means to improve the availability and quality of healthcare, and patients  
to get access to treatment more rapidly and easily.  

Rapporteur: BUŞOI (EPP), 
Shadows: CERDAS (S&D), 
TRILLET-LENOIR (RENEW), REGIMENTI (ID), RIVASI (Greens/EFA), KOPCIŃSKA (ECR), 
KONEČNÁ (GUE/NGL), 
 

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS  

 

 

 

 

 

© Federal Foreign Office' 

 Mr Jens Spahn, German Minister of Health (6 July) 

 Mrs Svenja Schulze, German Minister of 
Environment, National Conservation and Nuclear 
Safety (7 July) 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent publications: 
 Briefing on medicine shortage in the EU during the novel coronavirus  

outbreak 

 In-depth analysis on Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest: Deforestation,  
biodiversity and cooperation with the EU and international forums 

 Briefing on the EU's public health response to the novel coronavirus  
outbreak 

 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors  
(Health Working Group) 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future  
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play,  
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Stella KYRIAKIDES, 
Commissioner-Designate on Health  

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Virginijus  
SINKEVICIUS, Commissioner-Designate on Environment and Oceans  

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Frans TIMMERMANS, 
Executive Vice President-Designate on European Green Deal  

 Study on international climate negotiations in view of the COP25 UN 
Climate Change Conference in Madrid 

Upcoming publications: 
 Study on "The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality" 
 Briefing on the "Greenhouse gas emission from shipping: waiting for 

concrete progress at IMO level" 

 Study on "Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer" 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197408
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58766
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97236
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197572
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125110
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96978
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58766
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28161/Margrete_AUKEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197614
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197607/PIETRO_FIOCCHI/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197607/PIETRO_FIOCCHI/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38420/Cristian%20Silviu_BUSOI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197641
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197593
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197790
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96743
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197530
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648765/IPOL_BRI(2020)648765_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638436/IPOL_BRI(2019)638436_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638436/IPOL_BRI(2019)638436_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/629208/IPOL_BRI(2019)629208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/629208/IPOL_BRI(2019)629208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638437/IPOL_BRI(2019)638437_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638437/IPOL_BRI(2019)638437_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642344/IPOL_STU(2019)642344_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642344/IPOL_STU(2019)642344_EN.pdf


 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency 

(EEA) 
The sustainability transition in Europe in an 

age of demographic and technological change 

According to the EEA report ,environmental policies must be better integrated 
across all government work if Europe is to stay on target toward a sustainable,  
carbon-neutral future. This will be crucial amid the profound changes which are  
expected to happen as a result of an ageing European population, a widespread 
technological change, and the competing allocations of public budgets. Tackling 

these complex challenges with sustainability in mind will require clear, bold,  
long-term and future-proof policies. Link to the press release and the report. 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
On 25 June, EMA’s human medicines  

committee (CHMP) has recommended 
granting a conditional marketing  
authorisation to Veklury (remdesivir) for 
the treatment of COVID-19 in adults and 

adolescents from 12 years of age with pneumonia who require supplementa l 

oxygen. More info 
 

European Food Safety Authority 
(EFSA) 
An international team of scientists led by EFSA 
have developed a methodology to identify and 

define emerging risks for food and feed safety, plant and animal health and 
nutritional quality related to climate change. The approach – called CLEFSA 
(“Climate change as a driver of emerging risks for food and feed safety, plant, 
animal health and nutritional quality”) – is described in a new report, which 
includes ‘scoresheets’ that characterise possible effects climate change could 

have on a wide range of food safety-related issues. A webinar on the outcome 
of the project is planned later in 2020. More here. 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

Four new hazardous chemicals to be phased out 
The REACH Candidate list has recently been 
updated with an endocrine disruptor that is used 

in cosmetics, personal care products and 
pharmaceuticals and with three chemicals that are toxic to reproduction and 
that are used to produce polymers, coating products and plastics. Substances  
of very high concern on this list are to be gradually phased out and once 
chemicals are on this list, companies need to ensure their safe use and be 

transparent towards consumers who have the right to know where these 
chemicals are used. Click here to read more and learn about the hazardous  
properties of the 209 chemicals on the list.  

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

Guidance on infection prevention and control of 
COVID-19 in migrant and refugee reception and 
detention centres in the EU/EEA and the UK 

The COVID-19 pandemic exacerbates the  

vulnerabilities of migrants and refugees living in 
reception and detention centres. Whilst there is no evidence to suggest that 
SARS-CoV-2 transmission is higher amongst migrants and refugees, 
environmental factors such as overcrowding in reception and detention centres  
may increase their exposure to the disease. All principles of physical distancing  

applied in the community should be applied in migrant reception and detention 
settings. In addition to physical distancing, hand and respiratory hygiene are  
the main non-pharmaceutical measures that should be considered and 
implemented in migrant reception and detention centres. Migrant and refugee  

reception and detention centres should be given priority for testing, due to the  
risk of rapid spread of SARS-CoV-2 in these settings. More information, in the  
ECDC Guidance on the topic.  

 

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 6 and 7 July 2020 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2020 meeting dates. 
 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 

Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 
More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 
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